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of distinguished preachers,, to devote to them several successive Sundays, and to engage the congregations with  them  considerably longer than the conventional twenty or thyrty minutes. Nor, for  my own part,  should I desire to see a wide-spread  adoption  or frequent  repetition  of this   procedure,  at least   in   parish churches  and on  Sundays.    The  seasons  and circumstances which alone can warrant it are, as it seems to me, of a peculiar kind and of rare occurrence.    'For ordinary parochial congregations, even those in which  the poor and the unlettered are few, and the educated and well-to-do compose a largo majority, sermons of a simpler kind, and of which revealed truth forms the   staple,   are  more,   profitable,  even   if less interesting,  than   such  as  are  here   presented | to tin*   reader.    The   life which the  Christian i preacher should endeavour to develops, animate, iiwl strengthen in his hearers has its springs in ! a risen  and  ascended Saviour.    To lift men's i spirits, therefore, to Him, where lie sits at the I rig'ht hand of (rod, rather Hum to brin^c Him, ! as  it were, down  from,   above, that He  may j hallow by His presence our earthly homes and ] our every-day doings', would   seem  to be the